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25 (% E 0D Karena's reflection

Both students and teachers had been longing for the adventurous days. We were not disappointed and
gained a lot of new experience which we could never have gained from bocks and classes.

We teach, therefore we learn.

In this tour, as educators, we cherished the opportunity to return to the role of learner. We learned along side our students. The tutors of every
activity inspired us so much. In the Old Streets of Sanchai ( =IgE47 ), we were amazed by our students’ great awareness of cultural heritage. In
Yehliu Geopark ( Ef#ittiE/AE ), students were fascinated and showed great imaginationin their appreciating of nature. In Juming Museum ( % ##
Z1i#E), we leamed a quote from Juming, ‘Art is life. We realized the importance of focusing on fostering students’ critical thinking and self-
leaming skills in daily life. These abilities are vital for developing creativity. In Taipei Municipal Hushan Elementary Schoo! ( BArmAtIRE#BILE
E/ME), the organic learning environment evoked thoughts among us and the principal on the importance of whole-person development and happy
childhood. With our exposure to Taiwan culture and arts, reflecting on our teaching and devising new curricula were the daily activities among us.
Seeing the happy faces and satisfaction of the students, we hope to excite every Kei Oi student with such pleasure of learning and experience.

Friends in need, friends indeed.

Watching each student subtly mature and their friendship grow in the four days warmed my heart. This is the first time many students have
ever travelled without their parents’ companion. Since November is the month when the weather changes all the time, the health condition of
the students topped the list of our worries, On the day of arrival, the weather was warmer than expected. We were relieved. However, the rain
came with strong winds for the next two days. Many students had not dressed warmly enough to fight the cold, especially when we traveled
to mountains and near the sea, in the visit of Juming Museum (4% #4388 ), Yehliu Geopark (E it E A[H ) and Taipei Municipal Hushan
Elementary School ( StmiAtZE#MILER/\E ). Many of them felt car-sick because they did not get used to hour-long coach rides too. When we
were frowning in distress, the reaction of the students was extraordinary. They did not only accompany but took great care of the sick. They tock
off their jacket and put it on the shoulder of their friends. On the coach, they offered their shoulder for their friends to lean on, no matter how |
sore it could get. They reminded their friends of drinking enough water and.filled the bowls with food for them on the dining table. There is ‘
no greater companion than a loving friend. :

\We, as teachers, have gained many professional insights and visions of enriching our school-based curriculum. In addition, there is no greater
joy than to withess every student getting closer and warmer with each another. I’m still thinking about the every sweet atmosphere in Taiwan!
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